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PUBLIC HEALTH REPORTS. 



[1903.— Department Circular No. 111.] 

Geographic distribution of 'yellow- fever mosquitoes, and the importance 
of accurate knowledge concerning all mosquitoes of the United 
States. 

Treasury Department, 
Bureau of Public Health and Marine-Hospital Service, 

Washington, /September 30, 1903. 

To medical officers of the Public Health and Marine- Hospital Service, 
State and local health and quarantine officers, and others concerned: 
At the First International Sanitan r Convention, held in Washington 
December 2 to December 5, 1902, it was resolved — 

That the different governments study, in their respective territories, the geograph- 
ical distribution of the mosquito of the genus Stegomyia, in order that said study may 
have practical application in subsequent conventions. 

In addition to information as to the yellow-fever mosquito (Stegomyia 
fasciata), the desirability of exact knowledge concerning all of the 
mosquitoes of the United States is apparent. 

It is desired that every effort be made to collect specimens of mos- 
quitoes in your vicinity and to have them transmitted, with notes on 
the accompanying blank form, under franked envelope, to this Bureau. 
The} 7 will be transmitted by the Bureau to Dr. L. O. Howard, Chief 
Entomologist of the United States Department of Agriculture, and 
recently appointed consulting entomologist of the Public Health and 
Marine-Hospital Service, now engaged in the preparation of a mono- 
graph upon the mosquitoes of North and Central America and the 
West Indies. 

The following suggestions as to collecting mosquitoes are offered for 
your guidance: 

The collector should be provided with a number of small, wide- 
mouthed vials; an open-mouthed vial being placed over a mosquito 
found resting upon a surface, the finger is then placed over the mouth 
of the vial and a wad of cotton stuffed in. The mosquitoes can be 
killed by blowing tobacco smoke into the vial or by a drop of chloro- 
form placed upon the cotton stopper. Specimens thus collected and 
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killed .should then be placed in a pill box, between two or more layers 
«of cotton, and the memorandum, with all facts obtainable — such as 
approximate elevation above the sea, whether captured in house, out- 
ihouses, marshes, woods, fields, or on vessels — should be folded and 
placed under the cover of the box. A single box or series of boxes 
may then be packed in a small tin or wooden box and mailed under the 
franked envelope furnished for the purpose. 

Your cooperation in this work is respectfully requested. 

Walter Wyman, 

Surgeon- General. 
Approved: 

Kobert B. Armstrong, 

Assistant Secretary of the Treasury. 

[Blank form inclosed.] 
Public Health and Marine-Hospital Service. 
MOSQUITO SPECIMENS. 



Name of Collector 

Where collected 

Elevation above sea Hour of day. . 

Habitat of specimen 

( House, outhouse, woods, field, marsh, etc. Write neces- 
sary information. > 

Date of mailing, , 190. . 

(Signature) 



;£ Reports to the Surgeon-General, Public Health and Marine-Hospital Service.] 

Summary of work in Chinatown for the week ended October 10. 

San Francisco, Cal,., October 12, 1903. 
Wyman, Washington: 

Following is record of work in Chinatown for week ended October 10: 

Buildings reinspected 115 

Kooms 1, 514 

SPersons inspected 1, 639 

Sick 35 

Sick prescribed for at Oriental Dispensary 12 

Dead examined 9 

Necropsies 3 



